
 

 

 
Minutes of the October 22, 2014 Meeting of the Otsego Northern Catskills BOCES 

 School Library System Council  
Present: Jim Gates 

    Eileen Coryat,   
       Janet Wenner 

    Mary Lynn Bensen 
    Pam Clarke 
    Pat Moore 
    Melinda Murdock 
    Michelle Hitchcock 

 
The meeting was called to order at 3:32 PM.  
 
The May minutes were reviewed and approved. Pat Moore motioned to approve the minutes 
and Jim Gates, seconded the motion. 
 
Eileen reported on upcoming schedule of SLS workshops. The council reviewed today's 
workshop with Kathy Schrock.  Technology issues caused problems; Eileen trying to procure a 
MiFi to be used at workshops. We should also be able to borrow an additional Mi-Fi within the 
Instructional Support Service department.  
 
A survey was sent to the component school librarians regarding the venues for the SLS 
workshops. Participants and Eileen have been dissatisfied with the limited internet connection at 
venues. Most people, who responded to Eileen's survey, would like to stay at The Plains if the 

technology issues can be worked out. Hopefully the use of Mi-Fi’s will be a solution. 

Workshop is on December 2, 2014 features Deborah Coldwell Stone, Deputy Director of the  
Intellectual Freedom from ALA and a n OPALS user group with John Shuster and Cheryl Miller.  
 
In January, Paige Jaeger will be presenting Research and the Common Core. This workshop is 
an expansion of the overview. Teachers and school librarians will be asked to bring a research 
project and during the day they will develop the project and have it aligned with the Common 
Core and the inquiry process and the ESIFC.  
 
In March of 2015, Kathleen Odean will be presenting the best books for young adults.  
 
In May 2015 the Administrator Symposium will feature the keynote speaker, Doug Johnson.  
The keynote topic is "Getting the Most from Your School Library Program" for school 
administrators and librarians, and from 10 am - 3 pm the program for school librarians will be  
"All Aboard! Plan and Report to Build Library Support" 
 
The council member discussed council terms. Melinda Murdock will do another term. 
Pat Moore and Janet Wenner will do another term. Janet is chair and Michelle is willing to be 
the vice chair and will take minutes in the future. 
 



 

 

Overdrive: Each school has a shelf in Overdrive and can purchase titles for their library in 

addition to the BOCES wide collection. It’s easier to use than Axis 360, and they have been very 

helpful with the setup.  
 
Media library will also have a shelf with audio books, Eileen is purchasing two Playaway 
listening centers to loan, and an APPLE listening center and six iPods to be loaned. 
 
There will be an eBook session on Superintendent's conference Day 10/24. 
 
Ensemble video storage --Media library will begin using this project soon, now that Overdrive is 
up and going. 
 
Eileen is looking into a grant to purchase 3D printers. 
 
Sunshine fund - Sita is managing this fund. Julia will be helping. 
 
Budget: Federal money arrived, and there was a small increase. NYLA has hired an advocate 
for all libraries. He meets with legislators.  
  
The council agreed that we need to develop committees for the following areas.  
eBook 
Symposium 
Awards 
Conferences & PD planning 
Website  
 
We wish to have a council member and three non-council members on each committee. Council 
members can report back to council. 
Pat Moore volunteered to run eBook committee. 
Michelle Hitchcock agreed to do Conferences & PD. 
Pam will be on Symposium with Janet. 
Sita will be asked to do Awards. 
The website committee is open for a council member to head.  
 
Eileen would like to schedule road trip to Hall of Fame in October 2015, 1/2 day HOF, 1/2 day 
NYS museum. 
 
Jim Gates discussed the new National Baseball Hall of Fame website. They are converting PDF 
files to HTML files, and adding learning resource files. They are taking topics that would useful 
to schools (Jackie Robinson) and create collections with documents, photos, etc...  They want to 
add a teacher discussion page, and they want feedback on how this should look. 
Baseball Pi webpage being created before next 3.14.15, use Pi to calculate baseball bat 
diameters. They are thinking of embedding a contest in the web page to publicize this. 
The Hall of Fame experimented with Google connected class room, Jim used this with three 
classrooms.  They didn't get pictures, but the Hall of Fame will continue to experiment with this. 
  
Other council sharing: 
Cooperstown added two more grade levels with Chromebooks. 
Pam is at Schenevus and Charlotte Valley this year. 
 



 

 

Mary Lynn, SUCO recovering from concrete panel project, creating more student study spaces. 
They now have five deans and five schools. High school groups still welcome to visit. They are 
noting college students who have never looked for a book in a library. Students are having 
difficulty with citations, and professors prefer that the students use citation manuals rather than 
online citation generators. This is contrary to how our K-12 students are being taught.  
 
The meeting was adjourned at 4:40 PM. 


